2QO                                     PSYCHOLOGY  OF WOMEN

Olga and her ilk try to explain it by socio-ideologic differences.
"You may scold me/' she cries in despair, "if I am only backward,
if the new conditions have again given birth to another, new
psychology.55

We might reply to this woman, so efficient and intelligent, devoted
to such a great cause and yet so confused: "No, these new conditions
have only put a new wrapping around the old psychology."

Olga has a daughter, Genia, who gives us a glimpse of the "new
psychology" of the third generation. After several years of separation
from her child, Olga, now married, takes her daughter into her home.
There is a great shortage of apartments in the new Soviet land, and
the mother, daughter, and stepfather, in a spirit of realistic adjust-
ment, consider it natural to live together in one room. Genia is
strong, energetic, an untiring and extremely valuable worker for the
cause. Olga finds her a stimulating comrade and feels toward her
not as a mother but as a friend. Then one day she discovers that
Genia and Comrade R,, Olga's life companion, have a sexual
relationship. The theme of incest, transferred in this case to the
young stepdaughter or stepfather, recurs in various cultures, in
widely separated epochs, in old myths and modern dramas.

Olga's reaction to this discovery is what one would expect it to be.
She is in despair, insulted, deeply hurt in her love for R., but above
all horrified by her daughter's act. What seems to her most ugly and
intolerable is Genia's attitude, her heartlessness and her conviction
of her right to do what she has done, a right that she defends with
cold intellectual arguments. She shows no sign of repentance or
pity for her mother, much less love or passion that might excuse her
relation with R.; nor does she manifest the slightest desire to get out of
this situation. On the contrary, she accuses her mother of back-
wardness and lack of understanding. Genia extends the Marxist
philosophy of the abolition of private property to love, and argues
that Comrade R. is not her mother's private possession, and that he
and she, Genia, have the right to give free expression to their
impulses.

Genia is pregnant, and Olga has no doubt that Comrade R. is
responsible for it. The young daughter, with a matter-of-factness
that sounds cynical to the "reactionary" mother, declares that she
does not know who the father of the child is, because she has had
sexual intercourse with another man too.

Most alarming and incomprehensible to Olga is Genia's open
admission that she has never loved any man. She tells her mother
that she had sexual intercourse with several men as a very young